Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ANTANA 00845 05I442Z 
ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-OI EA-09 ISO-00 AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-07 
FRB-OI INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-15 TRSE-00 XMB-04 
OPIC-06 SP-02 LAB-04 EPG-02 SIL-OI OMB-OI DOTE-00 
PA-02 PRS-OI /078 W 

0606 1 8Z 016854/20 

R05I259ZMAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ANTANANARIVO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9187 
INFO USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 

UNCLAS ANTANANARIVO 0845 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAID, PFOR, MA, CH, TZ 

SUBJECT: PRC ROAD BUILDING IN MADAGASCAR - CERP 0002 

1 . WHEN PRC GRANTED MADAGASCAR 57 MILLION DOLLAR LOAN IN 
1975, IT WAS HAILED AS LARGEST SINGLE AID PROJECT IN MADAGASCAR'S 
HISTORY, AND IT WAS EXPECTED THAT MAJOR PART OP THIS LOAN WOULD 
BE USED FOR IMPROVEMENT OF WORST SECTIONS OF HIGHWAY BETWEEN 
ANTANANARIVO AND TAMATAVE, MADAGASCAR’S MAJOR PORT. IT WAS 
UNDERSTOOD THAT THE CHINESE WOULD IMPROVE THE SECTION OP 
ROAD BETWEEN MORAMANGA, HALF-WAY TO THE COAST, AND TAMATAVE 
MUCH OF WHICH IS IMPASSABLE DURING THE RAINY SEASON. 

2. HOWEVER, SINCE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE LOAN TWO YEARS AGO, 

THERE APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN LITTLE PROGRESS ON THE ROAD PROJECT. 

THE MOST RECENT AVAILABLE INFORMATION APRIL 25 IN THE 
GOVERNMENT PRESS BULLETIN WHICH DESCRIBED A COURTESY CALL BY 
CHINESE AMBASSADOR TIEN CHIH-TUNG ON MINISTER OF PUBLIC 
WORKS RADIO CELESTIN. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS REPORT, 

THE TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY HAS BEEN COMPLETED BETWEEN 
BRICK AVII I P AND TAMATAVE ALONG THE COAST, AND BETWEEN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 ANTANA 00845 051442Z 

MORAMANGA AND PERINET IN THE MOUNTAINS. A SECTION 
124 KILOMETERS LONG REMAINS TO BE SURVEYED BETWEEN 
PERINET AND BRICKAVILLE, BUT THIS WORK IS TO BE FINISHED BY 
THE END OF 1977. (NOTE: PRESUMABLY, PRC SURVEY TEAM WAITED 
UNTIL THE PRESENT DRY SEASON, BEFORE ATTEMPTING THIS DIF- 
FICULT SECTION.) 
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3. THE CHINESE AMBASSADOR REPORTEDLY INFORMED THE 
MINISTER THAT SOME OE THE CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT WILL 
ARRIVE SOON FROM TANZANIA, BUT NO DATE FOR STARTING CONS- 
TRUCTION HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED. BARRETT 
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